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HANZAWA, Chu: Photographer in the former Japanese territory
of Sakhalin - his biography and a compilation of his work

UNI, Yoshikazu

Shiretoko Museum: 49 Hon-machi, Shari, Hokkaido, JAPAN 099-4]13

HANZAWA, Chu (1893-1942) was a photographer in the northernmost region of the former Japanese
territory of Sakhalin, which had been called Karafuto before the Second World War, His photo studio was in
Shisuka, the Japanese name for Pronysk, and he also had a branch shop in the designate settlement “Otasu”.
This research has produced the first compilation of Hanzawa's work. 115 photographs are included; 89 of
which are proven to be his or his studio’s work, and another 26 which are presumed to be so. The pictures
which have been definitely proven to be taken by Hanzawa include 2 of Ainu; 22 of Uilta; 10 of Nivkh; 12 of
either of Uilta or Nivkh; 4 of another natives; 9 of reindeer use; 14 of industry and Shisuka-town; 7 of Turreny
Island; and 9 photographs of landscape or other. Some of his pictures were sold as prints and postcards as
souvenirs for Japanese tourists; some were printed in at least 39 books published by the local government or

private publishers; and some photographs have been exhibited in museums such as the Sakhalin Museum.
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