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Fig-2 The relationships between the number of food begging foxes per
km and the traffic volume on the census road during daytime.
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moath age class R significant level

Jun adult 0.42 n.s.

Jul adult 0.43 n.s.

Aug adult 0.07 ns.
offspring 0.08 n.s.

Sep adult 0.50 n.s.
offspring 0.31 RS,

Oct adult 0.64 p<0.05
offspring 0.36 n.s.

+Peason's coefficients of correlation

n.s.: non significance

®K1 FAXMETHICBT 2B EAOFYADOHER

SR &3z E & OHBIRR

Table-1 The coefficients of correlation between the
number of food begging foxes per km and the
traffic volume on the census road each month.
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Fig-3 The relationships between the frequency of food begging behavior
of foxes (%) and the volume of traffic in the tourist season.
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The effect of the feeding by tourists on the foraging

behavior of the red fox in Shiretoko National Park.
- concentrating on the food begging behavior of the foxes-

Hideharu Tsukada

Section of Social Ecology, Department of Behavioral Science, Hokkaido University.
N10, W7, Kita-Ku, Sapporo, Japan.

Summary

In general, the feeding to the wild animals was regarded as not adequate. However, actually, the effect
to the animals had not been clarified yet. Therefore, the relationship between the food begging
behavior of the red fox (Vulpes wvuipes schrencki) and tourists was investigated. This study was
carried out at Shiretoko National Park. The frequency of the food begging behavior did not correlate
with the number of tourists during a day or a tourist season. Young foxes (< | year old) begged more
food for tourists than adult foxes (> 1 year old) in the autumn. But the next autumn the young
animals seemed to decrease the frequency of food begging behavior like other adults. These suggested
that the begging behavior did not influence the normal behavioral allocation of the fox. Probably, the
seasonal variation of frequency of the begging behavior was influenced by the availability of native
food resource. Consequently, from the ethological viewpoint, the effect of the feeding on the foraging
behavior of the fox must not be sc large. In order to elucidate the effect of the feeding by tourists to
the fox, further, we must examine the effect from the ecological or physiological points. In the future,
as results of these, we well be able to achieve the adequate goal for the relationship between the fox
and tourists in Shiretoko National Park.



