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On the Sites of Okhotsk Culture in Shari-Town,
N-W Coast of Shiretoko Pen., Eastern Hokkaido

Haruo OHYI

The Institute for the Study of North Eurasian Cultures,
Faculty of Letters, Hokkaido University

Summary

There are many sites belonging to the Okhotsk Culture in the range of Shari-
Town, north-west coast of Shiretoko Peninsula, eastern Hokkaido. In this article, the present
writer describes these sites in detail from the materials and data obtained in the
excavations in the 1950’s through 1960’s, directed by H. Kohno, W. Matsushita, T. Ohba and
K. Komai respectively, and also the results of our recent survey, the Institute for the Study
of North Eurasin Cultures, Faculty of Letters, Hokkaido University, On the basis of
these descriptions, the writer discusses the social organizations of the bearers of Okhotsk
Culture in the region. The results are as follows. A similar group seen in northern Hokkaido,
a ‘regional community’ in the writer’s terminology, with a stationary settlement and several
summer-camps, was also seen there in the earlier stage of their distribution, though of a different
environment in the region. In the later stage of Okhotsk Culture in eastern Hokkaido, some
changes had occurred in the region, probably because of the drift ice completely covering the sea-
shore in mid-winter every vyear (consequently the fishing and the sea-mammal hunting on
and off shore were impossible in that season), and also increasing population. A ‘regional
community’ broke up into several more or less indepent smaller groups, with only a station-
ary settlement and no accompanying seasonal-camp. Simultaneously, a ‘locae group’
as’ a political organization, including a number of settlements in the areas where
several ‘regional communities’ had been distributed in the former stage, developed there. We can
see here a certain effect from the Satsumon people in south-western Hokkaido who were going
to widen their distribution northwards and then eastwards. In the following period, acculturation
of the bearers of Okhotsk Culture took place under the influences of Satsumon people who
immigrated into the region, resulting in the crystalization of Satsumon-Okhotsk Hybrid Culture.
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