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Characteristics and nest yearly change of wintering nests of
Siberian flying squirrels in mixed forests
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In Abashiri City, Hokkaido, we investigated 81 burrows on 78 trees used by the Siberian flying squirrel for
overwinter nests. Numbers of individuals used same burrows were mainly 2 or 4 to 6. Maximum numbers
used one nest was 10. Most used tree species for their nests were Erman's Birch and Japanese Elm. The
average diameter at breast height of the nest trees was 58.9 cm. Many burrows located lower parts of trees,
under half heights of the trees. The average height of the nest is 5.0m above the ground, although there were
a few exceptions which located at higher site. Some nests were used repeatedly. That is, one nest was used 6
consecutive winters, and another nest was used 11 times during the study period. On the other hand, many
nests were used only once, mainly caused by falling down of the trees.
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