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WATANABE Yoshiaki: Reproductive behavior of the grey heron Ardea cinerea
recorded by sensor camera in Abashiri city, Hokkaido

B wakitori@gmail.com

Reproductive behavior of the grey heron was investigated by using a sensor camera in their nest at Moyoro Kai-
zuka, Abashiri city, Hokkaido. The pair of herons, we photographed, laid eggs approximately every two days.
Among their five chiks, first to fourth chick hatched every half day to one day, but only the fifth chick hatched
about two days after the fourth hatchling. It implicates that extention of incubation time of late-laid egg was
aimed to adjust to synchronize the hatching date. Incubation duty was changed mainly in the morning and
evening, with male laying eggs during the day and female laying eggs at night. They feed young birds through day
and night. The young birds continued to sleep near the nest at night even after they showed tendency of leaving
the nest in the daytime. However, after that, number of the young birds gradually decreased and dispersed from

the nest.

Keywords grey heron, Ardeidae, breeding colony, incubation shift change, trail camera
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