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Vegetation Changes in Notsuke-saki, Hokkaido

Fukatsu Keita*, NAKATSUKA Tomoko & ISHIOROSHI Aisa

Notsuke Peninsula Nature Center, 63 Notsuke, Betsukai, Hokkaido 086-1645, Japan. *Clkei-f25@r7.dion.ne.jp

In order to cofirm geographical and vegetational change of Notsuke-saki, a sand spit of eastern Hok-
kaido jutting into Nemuro Strait, we calculated and compared the area and content of each vegetation
type in 1985 and 2009. For 24 years from 1985 to 2009, the total vegetation area decreased from 14.0
to 11.0 square kilometers. The salt marsh decreased from 3.6 to 1.7 square kilometers. The beach ridge
decreased from 4.2 to 2.9 square kilometers. In contrast, the low-moor which consists of Phragmites
australis and Carex lyngbyei increased from 2.4 to 3.6 square kilometers. These were caused by ground

subsidence of the sand spit.
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