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40 years had passed, since Kuril seal research started in 1973. In relation to the socio-economical dy-
namics in Japan, I divided this time three study periods. The first, or preliminary period (1973-81) is
the time when three colleagues presented information about the critical circumstances of Kuril seal’s
drastic population decrease. The Marine Mammal Research Group (MMRG) tried to designate the
species a cultural asset. Appealing to students of Hokkaido University, Obihiro University of Agricul-
ture and Veterinary Medecine and other institutions, as well as natural conservation societies in eastern
Hokkaido, MMRG started to survey the ecology and conduct conservation activities with funds from
WWF Japan. Participation in this survey was opened everybody interested, and discussion about this
was done freely, and was open in the public. The next period, progressive period (1982-2000) started
in 1982 when MMRG really began to promote a cooperative survey with Kuril Seal Research Group
(KSRG), which mainly consisted of students from the Obihiro University of Agriculture and Veteri-
nary Medicine. In 1985 MMRG and KSRG held a mini-international symposium of Kuril seal ecology
and conservation cooperatively with English and American researchers. After the affected fishermen
and NPO nature conservation groups participated in the symposium, our groups changed the policy
from designating the seals as a cultural asset to focus more on co-existence with fisheries activities.
From this time presenting our research activities to the public through a photo-exhibition, seminer
and other KSRG activities, the overall foundation of our activities increased. Presenting our ideas to
the public, the freedom and originarity of our research group was maintained through this period. The
third period, expansion period (since 2001) is a period where various research groups are participat-
ing in the Kuril seal survey with their-own new themes. KSRG and the Erimo Seal Club continue to
survey cooperating in arranging a learning program for a primary school, improvement of individual
identification methods, behavioral observations, and blood analysis in the Erimo Cape. The Ministry
of Environmental entrusted the Kuril seal survey to one research group, the Marine Wildlife Center
of Japan. Some members of KSRG also received some of financial support to participate in the survey.
The Ministry decided to eliminate the Kuril seals at Erimo Cape because of the damage being done to
salmon trap net. Criticism for the authority’s policy is necessary. It is expected that we will promote
critical activities from the view point of public, freedom, and originarity of ideas for their conservation.
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