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Sepiola birostrata from the Rocky Beach in Southern Okhotsk Sea
off Abashiri, Hokkaido

UNI Yoshikazu' & KUBODERA Tsunemi®

1. Tokyo University of Agriculture, 196 Yasaka, Abashiri, Hokkaido 099-2493, Japan. CXunisan@mS.dion.ne.jp 2. National
Museum of Nature and Science, 4-1-1Amakubo, Tsukuba, Ibaraki 305-0005, Japan

Five individuals of the butterfly bobtail squid Sepiola birostrata were collected during low tide at a
rocky beach facing the Sea of Okhotsk Sea at Abashiri, Hokkaido, Japan. They included one adult
female collected on May 16, 2010, and three adult females (14.8, 19.7, and 20.7 mm) and one adult
male (19.2 mm) collected on May 22, 2012. Reports from fishermen of “tiny bobrtail squid” in coastal
trawl catches and video records of tiny bobrtail squid filmed by divers along the Shiretoko Peninsula
suggest that this species occurs widely in coastal waters in the southern Sea of Okhotsk from Abashiri
to Shiretoko. The Soya Warm Current, which enters the Sea of Okhotsk from the Sea of Japan through
the Soya Strait (La Perouse Strait) and flows along the coast of Hokkaido near the collection site, is
weak in May, which suggests that the collected squid were not transported from the Sea of Japan.
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N7z, Fig. 1. Collecting location of Sepiola birostrata in
May 2010 and 2012.
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Fig. 2. Sepiola birostrata from the rocky beach off Abashiri,
ML 19.7 mm of adult female.
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