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Rediscovery of Neottia furusei (Orchidaceae)
a Threatened Plant, in Shiretoko Peninsula

ASANUMA Takao

524 Minchama, Rausu, Hokkaido 086-1751, Japan. site@shiretoko.org

A threatened orchid Neottia furusei T. Yukawa & Yagame was rediscovered in Shiretoko Peninsula
since year 2000. And I studied the population of the species for two years, 2009 and 2010. Daphni-
phyllum macropodum var. humile is the dominant shrub species at the habitat, forest floor, but the
distribution of this orchid is concentrated in low-density area of the shrub. I have identified 68 indi-
viduals in the study area, and observed the scape of five individuals for two consecutive seasons. Many
scapes have withered during flowering, 90 percent of the total has not borne fruit. Also, yellowish-
white individuals were observed each year at one small patch. But, because no one rose its scape for two
years continuously, it is unclear whether the trait is the individuals’ genetic one or not.
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U %. Fig. 2. Density of Daphniphyllum macropodum var.
humile and number of flowering individuals of Neoztia furusei
atal and a2 ridge. Rank of density follows Fig. 1.
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R A ERB X Uv2RMHNCB T 2 HHTEMEGE () 2. Table. Number of flowering individuals at al and a2 ridge.

BHALAR A2 The number of flowering individuals ¢\ 9 21 \gza
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Density of Daphniphyllum fii# Remarks
macropodum var. humile*
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a 1: B 0-25% (2 x 2 m). Coverage 0-25% (2 % 2 m); 2: 25-50%; 3: 50-75%; 4: 75-100%.
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16 H, al-B). Fig. 3. Neottia furusei. a: Aggregated distribution at Daphniphyllum macropodum var. humile forest floor, al-E. b:
Aggregated distribution, al-H. ¢: Flowering individuals, al-C. d: Yellowish-white scape. €: Flowers, al-E. f: Withered scape, al-B.
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