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By-catch Records of Kuril Harbor Seals Phoca vitulina stejnegeri
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We conducted counting and sampling for Kuril harbor seals Phoca vitulina stejnegeri which were
incidentally caught by salmon set-nets along Cape Nosappu in Nemuro Peninsula. 9 seals (S males
and 4 females) were caught during 25 September-6 October, 2006 in that area. All the seals were
young and the oldest individual was 6 years old. Analysis of stomach contents showed that seals feed
benthic fishies, Giant Pacific Octopus Enteroctopus dofleini and Japanese Common Squid Zodarodes
pacificus. Observations on reproductive organs indicated that 3 and 6 years old males and 6 years old

female were matured.
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