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I compiled the catch records of Steller sea lion Eumetopias jubatus in the Kuril Islands in 1912-1945.
Records showed that during that period 30,883 animals were killed, however it is presumed that the actual
number may have exceeded 36,000. 24,110 sea lions were killed in 1912-1924, with a majority of those
killings (20,354) occuring in 1913-17. This showed that the greatest number of killings occurred prior to
1920 and not during World War II. These killings were made to enhance the population of northern fur seal
Callorhinus ursinus which were breeding in the Kurils. The increasing of sighting off Hokkaido from 1950s
was due to recovery of its population. Some literlures reported the original population was about 100,000
according to Snow (1897), but that has no reliable evidence.
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Fig. Photograph of Steller sea lion clubbed to death.
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K., ETEAESTO N RS & HEEHIER1912-19454F. Table. Catch record and presumed catch of Steller sea
lion in the Kuril Islands 1912-1945.

FUERIC & % ML Catch number by record

HEE I IESL Presumed catch number

f A AR Mewn @t ENMEEE N G
Year Male Female Pup total Extra presumed catch Year total Periodical total
1912 119 119 119

1913 4,147 4,147 4,147

1914 401 4,068 4,469 4469

1915 256 1,026 4,882 6,164 6,164

1916 481 1,179 2,164 3,824 3.824 1913-17

1917 103 473 1,174 1,750 1,750 20,354
1918 77 135 477 689 689

1919 3 1 629 633 633

1920 1 476 477 477

1921 9 5 380 394 394

1922 5 2 549 556 556

1923 7 6 461 474 474 191224

1924 10 2 402 414 414 24,110
1925 400 400

1926 400 400

1927 500 500

1928 400 400

1929 361% 361

1930 367 367

1931 349 349

1932 400 400

1933 446" 446

1934 191% 191

1935 1981 198

1936 195* 195

1937 204! 204

1938 620"! 620

1939 696" 696

1940 680" 680 1925-41

1941 400 400 6.807
1942 107 33 16 156 1,000%2 1,156

1943 433 1,000 1,433

1944 824 1,000*2 1,824 194245

1945 553 1,000*2 1,553 5,966
et

Total 1,059 3,263 19,944 30,883 6,000 36,883

L s 19121924 4F (3417 /K 23 1925, 1927 4E X MESE F (1927), 19291945 4 (% H AR E W2 (1951 (7272 L

1942 45 (F H A W B PR X240 55 1 [l R

it

). Source: Teikoku-suisankai (1925) for 1912-1924, Anonymous (1927)

for 1927, Nihon-kaiyo-gyogyou-kyougikai (1951) for 1929-1945 (excp. 1942 by the audit of Japan Marine Mammal co.).
*1: 1929-1940 FE D HIFERLSR (L b K - 73 /. Catch recored in 1929-1940 as sea lion and hair seals.
#2: 19421945 E DOHEE I ERBUI P BT OHME, Z OO (3 hif T k5. Presumed catch in 1942-1945 was in

Etorofu (Itorup) Island, another catch were in Central Kurils.
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