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Did they breed in Shiretoko penninsula?
A consideration on Kuril seal Phoca vitulina
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Reports of scientific survey and geographical research were examined for existence of breeding ground of

Kuril seal or harbor seal Phoca vitulina in Shiretoko peninsula. Geographical researchs in 1850s

recognaized that the species did not occur there. Scientific surveys carried between 1950s and 1990s
reported neither of a breeding ground nor a sighting of the species, but one record of adult male shot at
Kuzure-hama, near Shiretoko cape, in 1980 . Only elder Ainu tale in 1950s suggested that the species bred
at Shari. Since, it is unlikely that existence of a breeding ground for Kuril seal in Shiretoko peninsula.
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Location of records of Kuril seal Phoca vitulina in Shiretoko peninsula and haulout site along Hokkaido and south Kuril.
Arrowheads: represent haulout site in presence, open arrowhead haulout site lost by 1960s, arrow: breeding ground by tale

(A), cross: shot in 1980 (B). No. is shown as table 1.
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iy Wit ElEv7'e IS 713 AT WA SCHik
No. Location Number onset year survey way source
A AtfiE Kaseki-hama, Shiretoko UK <1959 B EHLY  interview o
B e Kuzure-hama, Shiretoko 1 1980 JFH hunting }OhtalShl&Y(mEda 1981
1 #Rgi Erimmo cape 50-170  ~3IfE on going 1% sighting
2 PIMERER Shiranuka coast 30-0 < 1960s M EHLY  interview
3 G Shiripa cape 14-2 ~HfE  on going 1% sighting
4 JERE Akkeshi bay 100-0 < 1960s M EHLY  interview
5 RES Daikoku Is. 120 ~¥IfE on going #1%2 sighting
6 TRy XE Kenbokki Ts. 10-0 < 1960s BIEHLY  interview e
s o g - 1EEE 1986
7 b Tofutsu cape 120 < 1960s FIZHLY  interview
8 M Hokake-iwa 50-8 ~Hf on going (S sighting fto & Shukube 1986
9 TR Gome-iwa 60-20 ~3IfE  on going izt sighting
10 v Futatsu-iwa 100-0 ~37E  on going Bzt sighting
11 A Ochiishi cape UK <1960s BIEILY  interview
12 2V Yururi Is. 100-0 ~BIff on going Bzt sighting
13 2V 5 Moyururi Is. 150-0 ~3I7fE  on going 1%t sighting
14 JHL Furen lake 0-10 ~37E  on going #i%¢ sighting HFAKLE
15 s Notsuke bay 0-1 ~HIfEf on going %% sighting }Aoki personal comm.
16 Hikls Kaigara Is. 50 1992 #1%2% sighting
17 FRTE Odoke Is. 250> 1992 Bl%% sighting
18 AK&HE v A7) i Tokkari cape, Suisho Is. 35 1992 Bi%% sighting
19 K&k by #)ET)E  Tokkari-moshiri bay, Suisho Is. 250> 1992 Bl%% sighting
20 FAIFI B PR west Shuyuri Is. 50 1992 Bl%% sighting Wk 1993
21 FREFI R HHR east Shuyuri Is. 120 1992 1% sighting Aoki 1993
22 NIVAHYETY Harukari-moshiri Is. 2 1992 fB1%% sighting
23 SR Todo Is. 300 1992 #1%2 sighting
24 T NE Kabuto-iwa 70 1992 fB15% sighting
25 (SIS ~ Kl Anama bay - Osaki. Shikotan Is. 130 1992 #1%5% sighting
26 fFHEKE Oshima, Shikotan Is. 120 1992 #1152 sighting
27 T ARy Shakari-betsu, Kunashiri Is. 60 1996/1997 izt sighting
28 Fx oy Chashikotsu, Kunashiri Is. 30 1996/1997 fB1%% sighting ANK Y AAVIEA 1998
29 ZYERL IR Atoiya cape. Kunashiri Is. 117 1996/1997 Bzt sighting Nebedonskaya et.al. 1998
30 7l Fuyusima cape, Kunashiri Is. 15 1996/1997 1%t sighting

F 5 I 1 I2AIe3 4. No. is shown as Fig.1.
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